
let our daily Angelus pray-
er be a reminder that we 
are called to a special rela-
tionship to Our Lady. 

This week we also begin 
Advent. You can find the 
main Mass times for 
Christmas on page 3 of the 
bulletin this week, to help 
you prepare for the Feast. 

This week I have been in 
Spain on the Camino, and 
completed the first 100km 
of the Vía de la Plata with 
Andy Connell. I am grate-
ful for all the kind words of 
support from you all, and 
for the sponsorship. It was 
very pleasing to get to 25 
per cent (£2500) before 
setting off. That’s about a 
tenth of the journey com-
pleted! I will be back in 
Spain next month complet-
ing stage 2 with Terry 
Stanway. You can read 
about my experiences on 
the blog (see page 4). 

Today we have begun the 
year of celebration of the 
Word of God. In calling 
for this year, our Bishops 
are asking us, as Catholics, 
to pick up the Bible, and to 
read, mark and learn. We 
will be having some initia-
tives during the year to 
help you to do this. As the 
beginning of everything is 
prayer, I would like to ask 
you to start saying the An-
gelus prayer at least once a 
day, and preferably the 
more traditional three 
times (morning, noon and 
evening). This prayer, 

based on the Annunciation 
to Our Blessed Lady, is a 
reminder that the Eternal 
Word of God, spoken in 
creation, became flesh for 
us. The Bible is only the 
Word of God because it 
bears witness to Jesus, who 
is the Word of God made 
flesh. So please take up this 
initiative and use the pray-
er cards which are being 
distributed today.  

The fact that this is also a 
prayer with a Marian di-
mension, it is a great link 
also with the other thing 
we, as a nation, are cele-
brating this year: the re-
consecration of England as 
the Dowry of Mary. The 
shrine of Our Lady of Wal-
singham is a shrine dedicat-
ed to Our Lady as mother 
of a household, and as 
spouse of St Joseph, but 
also mystically of the Holy 
Spirit, and of England! So 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
St Eloi 

590-660 
Eloi was a French met-
alsmith, who worked as 
the master of the mint to 
the French king. With this 
came great wealth, which 
he used for the support of 
the poor, to ransom slaves, 
and to build churches, in-
cluding a convent in Paris. 
When the king’s son came 
to the throne, Eloi became 

his chief minister. But his 
desire to serve God was 
stronger, and he was or-
dained priest in 640, and 
was appointed Bishop of 
Noyon and Tournai. His 
apostolic zeal led him to 
preach in Flanders, where 
he made many converts, 
especially in Antwerp and 
Ghent. He is the patron 
saints of metalworkers, 
and a model of charity. 
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MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Biddulph Sun 8.30am 
Goldenhill Sun 10.30am 
Kidsgrove Sat 6pm 
Packmoor Sun 6pm 

Saturday 30th   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday John Martin 

Sunday 1st                     
First Sunday of       
Advent 

9.00am    Holy Mass Joseph & Michael Flatley 

 11.00am   Holy Mass John & Elizabeth Adams 

4.00pm    Vespers & Benediction  

 5.30pm   Reception into church John Martin RIP 

   6.30pm Holy Mass Barbara Heath 

Monday 2nd               
Feria of Advent 

 11.00am   Requiem Mass John Martin RIP 

 6.00pm   Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

Tuesday 3rd                  
St Francis Xavier 

9.15am    Holy Mass Dec of Clifford family & friends 

  9.30am  Morning Prayer  

   2.15pm Holy Rosary  

 6.00pm   Holy Mass Patrick Tarpey 

Wednesday 4th          
Feria of Advent 

 6.00pm   Holy Mass Margaret Brownsword 

 9.30am   Holy Mass (in school) Holy Souls 

6.00pm    Holy Mass Jack Shufflebotham 

Friday 6th                    
Feria 

  9.30am  Holy Mass (in school) Ellen & George McHugh 

   6.00pm Holy Mass Holy Souls 

Saturday 7th                
St Ambrose 9.15am    Holy Mass Bridget, Adrian, Bridie & Tom 

Drew 

  6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Bridget Culhane 

Sunday 8th                    
Second Sunday of       
Advent 

9.00am    Holy Mass Bill Adams 

 11.00am   Holy Mass Dora Walsh 

   6.30pm Holy Mass Andrew Moruzzi 

Thursday 5th               
St Birinus  

 7.30pm   Heart to Heart  

 9.00am   ALPHA  

As we light the first candle on our Advent wreaths today, we remember the expectant waiting of 
the Patriarchs and Prophets of the Old Testament. What they have longed for, we have seen. 

Let us ask that we may have a share in their eager anticipation. 

All-powerful God, increase our strength of will for doing good, that Christ may find an eager 
welcome at his coming, and call us to his side in the kingdom of heaven, where he lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit one God, forever and ever. 

~AMEN. 

Our Lady of Hope, pray for us! 
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Parish Priest’s Open House  
Open House is when Fr Julian is 
available to meet parishioners for any 
need on Mondays, 6.30pm to 
7.30pm at St Joseph’s Presbytery, 
Goldenhill. There will be no Open 
House on 2nd or 9th December. The 
next Open House is on Monday 16th 
December. If you need to see Fr Jul-
ian sooner, please call the parish of-
fice or email to make arrangements.  

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps are dedicated for:  
English Martyrs: For RJ in thanksgiv-
ing 
St John’s: Winnie Maughan & Fami-
ly; Mary Shemilt (BC); Arnold Jones 
(PD) 
Sanctuary lamps can be dedicated. 
Minimum donation £5. Please 
make a note of intention and pre-
ferred church. 

PARISH REGISTERS 

Care Home Prayer Services 

Kidsgrove The prayer service at 
Maple Tree Court is cancelled for 
December. The next service will be 
in January.  

Biddulph The prayer service for 
our Biddulph Churches Together 
group is on Sunday 8th December at 
Tall Oaks at 3pm. 

We welcome everyone to come and join us.  

Prayer Group 
Our intercessory prayer group meets  

on Tuesday evenings, every other 
week at 8pm at English Martyrs’ in 

Biddulph. Everyone is welcome. The 
next meeting is on Tuesday 10th 

December: it is the last one of the 
year. Why not come along? 

Deaths 

Please pray for the repose of the soul 
of John Martin. His body will be re-
ceived into St Joseph’s on Sunday 1st 
December at 5.30pm. Requiem Mass 
for the repose of his soul will be of-
fered on Monday 2nd December at 
11am, followed by interment at Tun-
stall cemetery.  

Requiescat in pace 

Heart to heart 
Come and know the 
Lord Heart to Heart 
in the Blessed Sacra-
ment and his Word!  

On Thursday evenings at 7.30pm at 
St Joseph’s, we have an hour of pray-
er, based on the Gospel, before the 

Blessed Sacrament. 
A wonderful way to engage with the 

Year of the Word! 

alpha 
This week is the last 
session of Alpha at 
9am on Saturday at 

St Joseph’s. This 
week’s theme is:  

Does God heal today? 
If you want to come along as a taster 
session then you are most welcome! 

An Invitation to the Friendship 
Club  

Christmas Party and     
Buffet 

Tuesday 17th December at Kidsgrove 
Town Hall, 1pm to 4pm.  

Tickets are free for members and £5 
for non members.  

There will be carols from St Joseph’s 
Catholic Academy, entertainment 
from John James and a visit from 

Santa Claus. 

To book your ticket call the Father 
Hudson’s Young at Heart office on 

01782 269990 

Kidsgrove Place of Welcome   
Are you new to the area? Or do you 
know the area well? Whoever you 
are Places of Welcome provide an 
opportunity to meet for a cuppa and 
a chat. Kidsgrove Place of Welcome 
is run by St John’s parishioners every 
Thursday between 2pm and 3.30pm. 
Come and join us and meet new 
friends from your local community. 

Come to our joint Reconciliation 
Service, for our parishes together 
with Tunstall & Burslem parishes 
Sacred Heart Church, Tunstall 
Thursday 19th December 2019 

at 6.30pm 

Partnership Parishes’ 
Carol Service 

This year, we will have our Par-
ishes’ Carol Service  

on Tuesday 17th December  
at St John’s Church Kidsgrove 

at 7pm 
Mince pies & refreshments  

A gift for each child who comes! 

St Patrick’s Packmoor 

Christmas Hamper Raffle 

Tickets will be on sale soon for the 
Christmas Hampers at £1 a strip 

Thank you to everyone who have 
offered to donate food for the ham-

pers. Please bring all these donations 
to St Patrick’s as soon as possible 

Christmas Mass Times 2019 

Christmas Eve 
4.00pm St Joseph’s Goldenhill 
6.30pm English Martyrs’ Biddulph 
Christmas Day  
12midnight St Joseph’s Goldenhill 
 (in Latin) 
9.00am St Patrick’s Packmoor  
10.30am St John’s Kidsgrove 
We look forward to welcoming you to 

our celebration of Christmas! 

Christmas Cribs We’ll be erecting 
the Christmas cribs in our churches 
after Masses on the Third Sunday of 
Advent, 15th December. This is 
quite a task, so all help will be grate-
fully received! Thank you. 



KEY VERSE: "Repent for the kingdom of heaven 
is at hand!" (v. 2). 
TO KNOW: Ritual washings were practised by 
various groups in Palestine to demonstrate repent-
ance for sins. John the Baptist was preaching re-
pentance in the wilderness of Judea. Like the 
prophet Elijah, John was sent to announce the 
coming of God’s reign. The religious leaders were 
presumptuous in thinking that, since their ances-
tor was Abraham they had a special privilege. But 
John told them that this advantage would not save 
them. They must be converted, confess their sins 
and be immersed in water. This purifying bath was 
a sign of conversion to a new way of life in antici-
pation for the arrival of Messiah. John said that 
"one mightier" than he would baptize with the 
sanctifying fire of the Holy Spirit. Jesus would 
come to separate the good and bad in the same 
way that chaff was separated from fine wheat. Our 
baptism is the source of God’s work through the 
Holy Spirit in our lives. 
TO LOVE: How can I announce the coming of 
God's kingdom this Advent? 
TO SERVE: Lord Jesus, give me the grace to turn 
my heart toward you.  

FUNDRAISING  
Collections  
Biddulph/Packmoor Gift Aid 
£400.30, Non Gift Aid £192.31, 
Total £592.61. Catholic Youth Ser-
vice £110.17. Goldenhill Gift Aid 
£353.00, Non Gift Aid £110.47, 
Total £463.47. Catholic Youth Ser-
vice £67.97. Kidsgrove Gift Aid 
£193.70, Non Gift Aid £138.86, 
Total £332.56. Catholic Youth Ser-
vice £83.27. 

Second Collections: Next week 
Poor Parishes’ Fund. Following 
week Christmas flowers. 

Goldenhill and Kidsgrove 200 
Club This Week 1st Prize £20, 
No.168 B Cunningham; 2nd Prize 
£10, No.70 E Hogan; 3rd Prize £5, 
No.51 B Cunningham. The monthly 
and quarterly subs are due this week. 

Matthew 3:1-12 

In due course John the Baptist appeared; he preached in the wilderness 
of Judaea and this was his message: ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heav-
en is close at hand.’ This was the man the prophet Isaiah spoke of 
when he said: A voice cries in the wilderness: Prepare a way for the Lord, 
make his paths straight. This man John wore a garment made of camel-
hair with a leather belt round his waist, and his food was locusts and 
wild honey. Then Jerusalem and all Judaea and the whole Jordan dis-
trict made their way to him, and as they were baptised by him in the 
river Jordan they confessed their sins. But when he saw a number of 
Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism he said to them, ‘Brood 
of vipers, who warned you to fly from the retribution that is coming? 
But if you are repentant, produce the appropriate fruit, and do not 
presume to tell yourselves, “We have Abraham for our father,” be-
cause, I tell you, God can raise children for Abraham from these 
stones. Even now the axe is laid to the roots of the trees, so that any 
tree which fails to produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown on 
the fire. I baptise you in water for repentance, but the one who fol-
lows me is more powerful than I am, and I am not fit to carry his san-
dals; he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-
fan is in his hand; he will clear his threshing-floor and gather his wheat 
into the barn; but the chaff he will burn in a fire that will never go 
out.’ 

NEXT SUNDAY ’S GOSPEL 

DEANERY & BEYOND 

In memory of Jack Shufflebotham, Fr 
Julian is going to walk the Vía de la 
Plata and Camino Sanabrés from Se-
ville to Santiago de Compostela this 

year. The whole route is 1000km and 
he will be doing it in chunks of five 

days/120km through the year. Please 
sponsor Fr Julian in aid of Teenage 
Cancer Trust. You can do this at 

www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/frjuliancamino  
Alternatively, donate in cash and fill 

in the sponsor form in church. 

Follow Fr Julian’s progress at 
frjulianscamino.blogspot.com 

Posts from the entire first week of 
the Camino are there: the next part 

is in early January. 

Carol Singing at the Royal Stoke 
University Hospital 

The Hospital Chaplains invite local 
congregations to come and sing carols 
around some of the hospital wards on 
Monday 16th December. Meet at the 
Spiritual, Pastoral and Religious Care 
Centre, Main Building, Lower 
Ground 2 at 5.00pm for a 6pm start. 
If you would like to take part, please 
contact our parish office by 2nd De-
cember. 

theme of the meeting is to show how 
decriminalisation of abortion does 
not help women. Everyone welcome. 

Oscott College Tours For those 
who want to see inside our Diocesan 
seminary, it is now possible to book a 
place for a visit on Wednesdays at 
1pm, starting on 5th February 2020. 
There is a £10 charge, which includes 
the tour and tea or coffee and home 
made cake. To book, call Rachael 
Ray on 0121 321 5032 or email   
enquiries@oscott.org 

Deanery Reconciliation Services 

In addition to the Reconciliation Service 
at Tunstall, these are the other services 
around the Deanery: 
Mon 16th Dec 7pm. Holy Trinity, 
Newcastle; Tue 17th Dec. 7pm. St 
Giles, Cheadle; Tue 17th Dec 7.15pm 
St Werburgh’s, Clayton; Wed 
18th Dec. 6.30pm St Wulstan’s, 
Wolstanton; Fri 20th Dec 7pm. St 
Teresa’s, Trent Vale; Mon 23rd Dec 
6pm. Our Lady’s Stoke; Mon 
23rd Dec. 7pm.  St. Augustine’s, Me-
ir; Mon 23rd Dec. 7pm. Sacred 
Heart, Hanley 
Other confession times are available. It is 
good to seek reconciliation with the Lord! 

SPUC Campaign Tour 2019 You 
are invited to a meeting with the So-
ciety for the Protection of Unborn 
Children at the Sacred Heart Parish 
Centre in Hanley on Tuesday 3rd 
December, 7.30 to 9.30pm. The 


